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REF: CARACAS 1114 

1 . SUMMARY: DISCUSSIONS WITH LEADING EDUCATIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC 
LEADERS AND CU ARA DIRECTOR CHAPLIN CONVINCE US THAT VENEZUELAN 
INTEREST IN A COOPERATIVE EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
AND IN SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION IS INTENSE. WE 
WOULD THEREFORE RECOMMEND A TWO TRACK APPROACH I E, USE THE 
AUTHORITY EMBASSY ALREADY HAS TO CONCLUDE AN UNDERSTANDING ON 
COOPERATIVE ACADEMIC EXCHANGES, AND B) 

REQUEST IMMEDIATE DEPAR APPROVAL FOR THE NEGOTIATION OF 
A SCIENCE BILATERAL. END SUMMARY. 

2. RE A) ABOVE CHAPLIN POINTS OUT THAT THE COOPERATIVE RESEARCH 

AND EXCHANGE PROGRAM, WHICH HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF COMMUNICATIONS 
WITH THE DEPT OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS, WOULD REPLACE THE 
EXISTING ACADEMIC EXCHANGE PROGRAM FUNDED UNDER THE FULBIRHGT-HAYS 
ACT. IT HAS ALREADY RECEIVED STRONG INFORMAL APPROVAL BY 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF FOREIGN SCHOLARSHIPS. 

IN THIS SITUATION. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE EMBASSY IS ALREADY 
AUTHORIZED TO CONCLUDE AN UNDERSTANDING ON THE COOPERATIVE 
ACADEMIC EXCHANGES AND TO MAKE AN 
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CONTINGENT ONLY ON THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS. PLEASE CONFIRM. 

3. IF OUR UNDERSTANDING IS CORRECT. I WOULD UNDERTAKE IMMEDIATELY 
TO CONTACT THE MI ISTRY OF EDUCATION TO PREPARE A MEMO OF UNDER- 
STANDING WHICH COULD BE ANNOUNCED DURING THE SECRETARY'S VISIT. 

4. AS EMPHASIZED REF, VENEZUELAN INTEREST IN THE US SCIENTIFIC 

AND TECHNOLOGICAL ACHIEVEMENTS IS INTENSE. EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS 
INTEREST WOULD BEST BE RECOGNIZED THRU A SCIENCE BILATERAL SIMILAR 
TO THOSE WITH BRAZIL OR ARGENTINA. SUCH AN AGREEMENT WOULD PRESUMABLY 
BE COMPATIBLE WITH EXISTING US LEGISLZTION AND COULD BE EXECUTED 
WITHOUT OBTAINING NEW FUNDING AUTHORITY FROM CONGRESS. IN THE 
INTEREST 

OF EXPEDITING OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH GOV AND OF PROMPT EXECUTION OF 
A SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PROGRAM, REQUEST DEPT’S AUTHORIZATION 
AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR NEGOTIATION OF SCIENCE BILATERAL. 

5. WITH THE AUTHORIZATIONS HAND, WE COULD QUICKLY BEGIN DISCUSSION 
WITH THE GOV TO CONCLUDE A SCIENCE BILATERAL OR. IF TIME IS TOO SHORT 

AGREE TO NEGOTIATIONS LEADING TO AN AGREEMENT FOR LATER SIGNATURE. 

IN EITHER CASE, AN ANNOUNCEMENT COULD BE MADE TO THE EFFECT THAT IN 
RECOGNITION OF THE ROLE THAT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF A TECHNOLOGY PLAY IN THE PROGRESS OF OUR PEOPLES, THE TWO 
MINISTERS (SIGNED) OR (CONFIRMED THEIR GOVTS' INTENTIONS TO 
ENTER INTO) AN AGREEMENT WHICH WILL PROVIDE FOR COOPERATIVE 
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES ETC. 

6. EMBASSY REQUESTS PROMPT DEPT COMMENT ON THE USEFULNESS OF 

THE TWO TRACK APPROACH SEPARATING THE EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE AND THE 
SCIENCE BILATERAL AGREEMENTS. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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